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Dear Portlanders, September 10, 2007

Thanks to an incredibly successful engagement effort, over 13,000 diverse
members of our community shared their hopes and dreams for Portland by
completing the visionPDX survey. The next task was to listen carefully to the
many voices that had spoken — to read and analyze the comments, concerns,
and ideas so many Portlanders had shared through the surveys.

It was clear that this was indeed an immense task and that we would need a
corps of dedicated volunteers to help. We formed the Data Analysis Work Group
(DAWG), bringing together 35 individuals who worked in teams to read our
community’s comments. Through the winter holiday season, this group devoted
countless hours to reading data, discussing it, synthesizing it and reporting back
their findings on the data. They combed through Portlanders’ responses,
searching for common values, creative ideas and significant tensions. They
dedicated themselves to the accurate representation of the data.

The finished report reflects the efforts of volunteers, visionPDX staff and—most
importantly—our community. We intend it to be a reference document,
organized by subject. Expect to find many recurring and overlapping themes,
evidence that our community views issues in their complexity, rather than in
isolation. Expect to feel inspired by the passion your fellow Portlanders hold for
our city.

Thank you for your interest in the voices and aspirations of our community.

Sharon Bernstein
Chair of the Data Analysis Work Group
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